
Friday, June 24th  
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Respectful People, Places, and Things 

 The New Zealand Early Childhood Curriculum, Te Whariki, refers to “people, places, and 
things” as the learning context for young children.  How do people show respect for chil-
dren?  What kind of play spaces are respectful spaces for children?  What are the things availa-
ble to children within the environment and how do they demonstrate respect for the child and 
the environment?  This opening keynote from Toni and Robin will set the stage for learning and 
thinking respectfully for children.  

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. A Peaceful Curriculum for Infants, Toddlers, and Young Children 

 This workshop will cover a range of teaching practices and strategies that are developmentally 
respectful and responsive to the needs of infants, toddlers and young children. Toni will unpack 
the characteristics of each age group and offer ideas for creating a thoughtful, creative, and stim-
ulating learning program that celebrates children’s emerging interests, no matter their age. This 
class will cover specifics for the following age groups: 

 Infants - respect and reciprocity 
 Toddlers - independence and control 
 Young children – rituals vs routines 

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

Saturday, June 25th   

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Designing Outdoor Play Spaces of Beauty, Wonder, and Challenge 

Designer and teacher, Robin, will provide a wide-ranging overview of early childhood play-
scape design.  Robin will share simple techniques and ideas drawn from New Zealand and 
around the world.  This is a wonderful opportunity to engage with an experienced playscape cre-
ator.  All questions are welcome! 

2:50 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Mission Impossible  

Toni and Robin will share, through the use of storytelling and photographs, their most excellent 
adventure building a playground along with the Maori community of a remote island off the 
coast of New Zealand.  This presentation is a story of community, design, culture, isolation, budg-
et, nature, aesthetic, language and a strong sense of place. 

2:30 p.m. - 2:50 p.m. Break 
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